The Challenge to Democracy
of experiments and new ideas and criticism of tradi-
tional ideas which were maintained by authority.
What we call "science" is, in fact, nothing but the
free discussion of opposing views and the criticism of
authority. We have found that these lead to truth,
but not at any stage to "final" truth; and therefore
we value the process more highly than the product
at any date. The extension of the art of government
to the prevention of cholera in city-areas was an
instance of scientific method applied to social problems.
The result is less important than the process. In
medicine it is found best not to accept what Galen
or even Lister taught, without criticism. In engineering
we do not suppose that Henry Ford is infallible.
But the process by which we reached our present
conclusions in medicine and engineering should be
continued in hope of still better results. So also in
government the application of existing knowledge is
of less importance than the promotion of that criticism
of government and discussion of opposing views
which will rid us of present evils, as the same method
rid our ancestors of cholera in cities. It is essential to
the art of government that free criticism of all authority
should be maintained and open discussion of opposing
views. That method alone has been proved to give
good results.
Similarly, in educational policy schools for the
whole population were discovered to be good, in
defiance of the traditional ideas that schools were for
a select class; and in the methods of education
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